
Dear ASSA Juniors committee' 
 
I wasn't paying attention to any of my wins in Juniors last year, so I was surprised when we 
got the letter saying I qualified to show in Juniors at the AKC National.  My grandmother 
told me and my parents about the ASSA stipend to help with expenses. She helped my 
mom and dad apply and with all the details about getting my dog and me to Orlando. My 
grandmother was not able to come with us, so we were kind of on our own. One of the 
sheltie people I have met, Becky Johnson, agreed to take my dog Sky down with her in her 
van, while I flew down with my mom and dad. 
  
     On day one, which was Friday for my we got something to eat and went to the show site. 
When I walked in it was a lot bigger than I thought it would be. There was also a lot more 
show people and spectators. I was also nervous about Saturday when I saw some junior 
walk by our set up.  After we found out we're our set up was and checked on Sky, we went 
out to all the vendors and found a couple of things.  
  
      On day two it had rain so much that my parents were joking and saying that it was like a 
tycoon. We had plastic ponchos and plastic covers on our heads. When we got to the show 
site I got grooming on Sky. When I was done grooming I took her out for a walk. Then I got 
my number and found out we're the ring was and watched a group and went back to the 
setup and finished the grooming on Sky. When it was my turn to show I noticed how many 
people were in my group and what the gates were like around the ring and also the blue 
carpet.   After all of the juniors we had a group picture with all of the sheltie juniors.  There 
were a lot of people clapping and supporting me and the other sheltie juniors. I got to meet 
Meredith, who was the one that oked my ASSA stipend.  
  
       On the third day we had breed judging so I got to sleep a little bit more than on 
Saturday morning. Again we got there I walked Sky and groomed here. I got dressed there 
because we had time before breed which was nice. Then we went to the ring and put things 
in place and got our numbers. Then we had some of my relatives who came to the show. So 
we talked for a little bit. Then I got Sky out and brushed through her before she went in. It 
turned out that I was the only one in the ring in my class which was a bummer but it was a 
good experience. I turned out to get first but did nothing in the winner’s class. 
  
       On day four which was when we left. We got up at three-thirty in the morning and 
packed up. Then we went to the airport and returned the rental car. Then we got through 
security and went to the gate. We waited at the gate for about two hours and got breakfast. 
When we finally got on the plane we took our seats and waited for the plane to take flight. 
When we took flight I fell asleep and when I woke up we were about to land.  The money 
from ASSA helped pay for my flight to Orlando and some of the hotel.  
  
                Thank you again for everything,  Tara Crowley  



                             
 


