
 

 

To whom it may concern. 

  My name is Aydin Dowell, I am a junior handler from Anchorage, 
Alaska.  I received a scholarship from ASSA to attend Royal Canin in 
December.   

   I was able to attend Royal Canin, along with 2 other local shows to 
show my Sheltie in Open Juniors.   I have been showing dogs since I was 
around 7 years old, in breed class and then once old enough in junior 
showmanship.    

Showing in Royal Canin was an eye opener for me. The biggest junior 
class I have ever shown in was around 10 kids. My open class at Royal 
Canin was 30 juniors, in my broken-down class.  Some of the things I was 
able to learn and see, will help me once we start having shows again 
back home. I was able to watch juniors who have been showing longer 
than me handle their sheltie, and watch how they do things, place their 
dog on the table, how they watch their judge on the go around. I was 
able to sit ring side and watch without being in class at the same time, 
and able to see even when the judge was not looking their way, they 
were still working with their dog, or sometimes playing with their dog.  
 

 Having never been in a class so big, I was extremely nervous and 
in turn that also made my dog extremely nervous, with lots of work by 
the end of the class I was a little less nervous, but for me it was still a 
little scary being in a class so big.  

  I appreciate the scholarship that ASSA was able to offer, and I am 
sorry its taken so long to write this letter.     It was a joy to get to meet 
some of the Sheltie people, and I hope to attend a national with my mom 
and be able to meet more sheltie people. I enjoy spending time with my 
shelties and showing them.  
 
 Thank you  
 Aydin Dowell  


